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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: the application filed on 3/28/01 . 

2. Claims 1-30 are pending in the case. Claims 1,11, and 21 are independent 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-8, 10-18, 20-28, 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Microsoft Excel 2000, hereinafter "Excel", Copyright 1995-1999 Microsoft 
Corporation, screenshots pages 1-7. 

Regarding independent claim 1, Excel discloses: 

- entering one or more mathematical operators (page 2: mathematical operators 
"*", 7", SUM are entered in cells A4, A5 and A6) 

- entering a plurality of numeric values (page 2: numeric values 5, 8, 4 are entered 
in cells B9, B10, and B11) 

- displaying the mathematical operators in one or more operation fields in 
columnar format down at least one of a plurality of rows on a display screen 
(page 2: the mathematical operators are displayed in one or more cells in column 
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A in rows 4, 5, 6 on the display screen where each cell is considered equivalent 
to a field for entering and displaying data since these cells comprise only one 
type of data) 

- displaying the numeric values in a plurality of number fields in columnar format 
down the plurality of rows on the display screen (page 2: the numbers 5, 8, 4 are 
displayed in column B, rows 9, 10, 1 1 on the display screen) 

- entering an open parenthesis character in an upper row (page 2: the open 
parenthesis is entered in the upper row 8; page 4: by setting cell E8 as number 
with open parenthesis, the open parenthesis is entered in cell E8 in row 8) 

- entering a close parenthesis character in a lower row, wherein the lower row is 
displayed below the upper row on the display screen (page 2: the close 
parenthesis is entered in the lower row 12 which is below row 8 on the display 
screen; page 4: by setting cell E9 as number with close parenthesis, the close 
parenthesis is entered in row 9 below row 8) 

- automatically calculating a result by applying the set of mathematical operator to 
the set of numeric values and by following an order of evaluation which respects 
the open and close parentheses (page 3: by applying the mathematical operator 
SUM to the set of numeric values 5, 8, 4 between the parentheses from cells B8 
to B12, Excel automatically calculates SUM(B8:B12); page 4: applying the 
operator SUM of E8 and E9 to cell E10, the sum of numbers "8" and "7" between 
the parentheses is calculated) 
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- displaying the result on the display screen (page 3: the result "17" of the sum in 
cell A6 is displayed on the display screen; page 4: the result "15" of the sum is 
displayed in cell E10 on the display screen) 

Regarding claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1, Excel discloses entering the open 
parenthesis in one of the number fields in the upper row (page 4: the open parenthesis 
is entered in the number field E8 in the upper row 8). 

Regarding claim 3, which is dependent on claim 1, Excel discloses entering the close 
parenthesis in one of the number fields in the lower row (page 4: the close parenthesis 
is entered in the number field E9 in the lower row 9). 

Regarding claim 4, which is dependent on claim 1, Excel discloses entering the open 
parenthesis character in one of the operation fields in the upper row (page 5: the open 
parenthesis is entered in the operation field G8 in upper row 8). 

Regarding claim 5, which is dependent on claim 1, Excel discloses entering the close 
parenthesis character in one of the operation fields in the lower row (page 5: the close 
parenthesis is entered in the operation field G10 in the lower row 10). 

Regarding claim 6, which is dependent on claim 1, Excel discloses: 
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- entering one or more comment strings (page 6: "commentl", "comment2", 
"comment3" are entered in cells C9-C11) 

- displaying the comment strings in one or more comment fields in columnar 
format down the at least one of the plurality of rows on the display screen (page 
6: "commentl", "comment2", "comment3" are displayed cells C9-C1 1 , which are 
equivalent to the fields in column C, rows 9, 10, 1 1 on the display screen) 

Regarding claim 7, which is dependent on claim 6, Excel discloses that entering the 
open parenthesis character in the upper row comprises entering the open parenthesis 
character in one of the comment fields in the upper row (page 7: the open parenthesis 
is entered in the comment field before the "commentl" in the upper row 9). 

Regarding claim 8, which is dependent on claim 6, Excel discloses that entering the 
close parenthesis character in the lower row comprises entering the close parenthesis 
character in one of the comment fields in the lower row (page 7: the close parenthesis 
is entered in the comment cell after the "comment2" in the lower row 1 0). 

Regarding claim 10, which is dependent on claim 1, Excel discloses the operation fields 
and the number fields are comprised in a plurality of columns (page 3: the operation cell 
and the number cell are in columns A and B). 
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Claims 11-18, and 20 are a system of method claims 1 
under the same rationale. 

Claims 21-28, and 30 are a carrier medium comprising program instructions for 
performing method claims 1-8, and 10, and are rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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7. Claims 9, 19 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Excel as applied to claims 1,11 and 21 above, and further in view of Norden-Paul 
et al. (US Pat No. 5,247,611, 9/21/93). 

Regarding claim 9, which is dependent on claim 1, Excel does not disclose: 

- the operation fields and the number fields are comprised in a first column 

- displaying a single column label for the first column, wherein the single column 
label spans the width of one of the operation fields and one of the number fields 

Norden-Paul discloses: 

- different fields are comprised in a first column (figure 5, col 5, lines 35-53, col 2, 
lines 60-65, figure 6: fields 121-125 are included in cell 120 of the Order text 
column, and fields 141 and 142 are included in cell 140 of the Order column) 

- displaying a single column label for the first column, wherein the single column 
label spans the width of different fields (figures 5-6: the single column label for 
column Order spanning the width of field Date and field Time) 

Norden-Paul does not disclose that the fields comprised in a column are operation field 
and number field. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to have modified Norden-Paul to include the operation field and the 
number field instead of the date field and the time field since the date, the time, the 
operation, and the number are merely different format types of a field data. Also, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
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was made to have combined Norden-Paul into Excel since Norden-Paul discloses 
various fields comprised in a column providing the advantage to incorporated into Excel 
for including operation fields and number fields as multiple data fields in a spreadsheet 
cell in one column for displaying more than one piece of data in a cell instead of having 
only one data field in a cell. 

Claim 19 is a system of method claim 9, and is rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim 29 is a carrier medium comprising program instructions for performing method 
claim 9, and is rejected under the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Matthews, Excel for Windows 95 Made Easy, Fifth Edition, Lawrence Levitsky publisher, 
1995, pgs 150-152, 185. 

Shaw et al., Microsoft Office 6 in 1, Que Corporation 1996, pgs 279, 291-297. 
Boyce et al., Using Microsoft Office 97, Que Corporation 1997, pgs 276-284, 375-382. 
Terry, Spreadsheets and the Credit Manager, Credit Control, Apr 1992, vol 13, Iss 4, 
page 21, 4 pgs. 

Freivald et al. (US Pat No. 5,983,268, 11/9/99, filed 3/25/97). 
Schlafly (US Pat No. 5,600,584, 2/4/97, filed 9/15/92). 
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Narayanan (US Pat No. 5,598,519, 1/28/97, filed 11/8/94). 

Shelton et al. (US Pat No. 5,325,478, 6/28/94). 

Comer et al. (US Pat No. 5,819,293, 10/6/98, filed 6/6/96). 

Wisniewski (US Pat No. 6,460,059 B1, 10/1/02, filed 8/4/98). 

McGarry (US Pat No. 6,490,600 B1, 12/3/02, filed 8/9/99). 

Adler et al. (US Pat No. 6,138,130, 10/24/00, filed 6/15/98). 

West et al. (US Pat No. 5,418,902, 5/23/95). 

Brittan et al. (US Pat No. 6,199,078 B1, 3/6/01, filed 9/15/98). 

Igra et al. (US Pat No. 6,701,485 B1, 3/2/04, filed 6/15/99). 

Stead (US Pat No. 6,690,401 B1, 2/10/04, filed 7/19/00). 

Richards (US Pat No. 6,292,810 B1, 9/18/01, filed 3/3/98). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cong-Lac Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4125. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 571-272-41 24. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-4125. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Cong-Lac Huynh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2178 
9/22/04 



